CAMBRIDGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION
831 Massachusetts Avenudd BI., Cambridge, Massachusetts 02139
Telephone: 617 349 4683 Fax: 617 349 3116 TTY: 617 349 6112
E-mail: histcomm@cambridgema.gov URL.: http://www.cambridgema.gov/Historic

William B. King, Chair, Bruce A. Irving,Vice Chair Charles M. SullivanExecutive Director
Jacob D. Albert, M. Wyllis Bibbins, Robert G. Crocker, Frank Shirley, Jo M. Sdknbers

o) ; Shary Page Berg, Chandra HarringtAtliernates
OmMmiss1O

DecembeBl, 2015

To: Membersof the Historical Commission
From: Charles Sullivan
Re: Case D1382: 33 Kinnaird St., by Ryan Wittig. Demolish Mansard house (1869).

Current Conditions

An application to demolish the house3atKinnairdStreet was received @ecember 162015.
The ownerRyan Wittig,wasnotified of an initial determination afignificanceand a public
heaing was scheduled faranuary 7, 2016
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33 KinnairdStreet Cambridge Assessors

Thehouseat 33 KinnairdStreet occupies &200squarefoot lot (1236) on thewestside of

Kinnaird Street, north of Western Avenue. The housedsestory frame buildingn a high

basementvith a Mansard roof The zoning is ResidenceX; a multifamily housing district with
maximum of 29 units per acre. The regular FAR and height limits in this district aned B5 deet,

though the zoning code has increased allowances for townhouse development. The assessed value
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of the land and building, according to thesesersdatabaseis $602,400 - $99,200 for the house,
and $03,200for the land

Locus map

The front of the house is datick from the sidewalk by approximatdl@o , r angi ng even
houses on the west wide of the strdéte side setbacksaaeb out 86 omotbe SsSlbeth
north There is aurb cutand drivewayon thesouthside of the house.

The adjacent buildings inclu@eMansaraottageof 1870at 31, a 1987 townhouse development
andfive nearlyidenticaltwo-storyhousesuilt in 188. Across the street asemixture of gable
front Italianats andthreedeckes, as well as the parking lot ofSoden Streedpartment building
Behind the property is 2007townhouse developmeat 30 Jaystreetthat incorporates similar
Mansard cottagthat was moved on its lot to accommodate genstruction
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33 KinnairdStreet fight) oogl Street View
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The condition o33 KinnairdStreet is fair. Some r@ind peeling pains evident on theloor hoods

and bracketsbutthewood shinglesidingdates from 1972 and is in good conditi®he roof

appears to be fairly newhe foundation consists oéplacementoncrete block on the east, north

and west side®n thesouth side the foundation is lower, and the framing of the lower level wall is
noticeaby deflected. No original details are apparent on the interior; all surfaces have been covered
with panding and thewindowsare vinyl replacement3he proponents wish to demolish the house
andconstructa two-family houseon the lot.

Description

The houseat 33 KinnairdStreetis aone storyMansard cottageith a sidehall planbuilt in 1869
Thestructuresits on a high basement that is especially apparent on the left (south) sitenthe
door is approached by adht of nine stepsnd issheltered by hiproof hood supported by
Italianate bracketsThe original clapboards and trim were covereds$phalisiding in 1947 ad
with wood shinglesn 1972 The gutters are #tyle aluminum. Thélansardroof is slightly
concaveandsteeplypitched consistent witlthelate date for this style.

£ Sy

33 Kiﬁhz::lird Stretf and southside detail ' staff photos

On the south side of the house gnadedropsdownfrom the sidwalk and the full height of the
basenentis framed and trimmed like the wall abovedéor in the center of this wdilas ahood
andbracketssimilar but not identical to tht abovehe front door and is flanked by two double
hung windows. Théloor of thebasement withims slightly lower tharthe driveway outgle. The
ledgestondéoundationis visible inside the basemenh three sidess is the concrete block that at
some point replaced theick cellar walls Behind the housa flight ofwooden stepseaches a deck
at the first floor levelThe back yard is paved for parking.
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History

The Riverside neighborhood north of Western Avenue was developed in the 1860s on lands
originally hed by the Dana family. The Western AverBredgewas opened in 1824, but theea
developed slowly. The ground was marshy and poorly drained. Development initially occurred
along Green Street to the north and Pleasant Street to the east. The residahbjairoint of the

area intensified after the Civil War, spurred by the continued growth of the Riverside Press and the
filling of the wetlands that fed millpond that is now occupied biloyt Field

Riverside in 1854 H.F. Walling Map of Cambridge (detail)



